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           WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (1st District)             announced today that the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development             (HUD) has awarded $561,300 to the Berkshire County ARC to build a             new, fully accessible residence in Pittsfield with 24-hour support             staff for individuals with developmental disabilities.

           "I am pleased that HUD has recognized the hard work           and dedication of Berkshire County ARC to individuals with disabilities           in western Massachusetts," Olver said. "Berkshire County           ARC has a long and successful history for running strong and productive           programs. A new community residence in Pittsfield will provide vital           support to the residents as an integral part of our community."

           Ken Singer, executive director of Berkshire County           ARC, said, "We are extremely pleased to have received this grant           from HUD. These monies will enhance the lives of those that we serve           by providing a new accessible home with close proximity to downtown           Pittsfield. We are grateful for the support we received from the community           and the city of Pittsfield to obtain this grant."

           Berkshire County ARC is one of only two programs           in Massachusetts to receive funding under HUD's Supportive Housing           for Persons with Disabilities program this year. This is the second           year Berkshire County ARC has received these grant funds. Last year,           Berkshire County ARC received $1.39 million to fund the rebuilding           of two of its Coop Apartment buildings in Pittsfield.

           The new community residence will be located on Valentine           Road in Pittsfield and will provide housing for four individuals with           developmental disabilities. The housing will be suitable for residents           as they age and encounter mobility concerns, allowing them the most           independence possible. The new residence's proximity to downtown           and recreational areas will promote community integration.

           In 1971, Berkshire County ARC opened the first community           residents for individuals with disabilities in western Massachusetts.           Since then the program has grown to more than 40 community residences           and apartments in Berkshire and Hampden counties. Berkshire County           ARC is committed to assisting and supporting individuals in their quest           to identify and realize their chosen lifestyles. 

           The HUD Supportive Housing for Persons with Disabilities           program provides capital advance financing and project rental assistance           to nonprofit sponsors for the development and operation of supportive           housing to enable persons with disabilities to live as independently           as possible.

           ###

For more information, contact Ken Singer, executive           director of Berkshire County ARC, at 413-499-4241.
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